THE LEAGUE OF ARAB STATES

(iii)  Cultural affairs.

(iv) Matters relating to nationality,  passports and
visas,   execution   of   judgments,   and   extradition   of

criminals.

(v) Matters relating to social questions.
(vi) Matters relating to public health.

Article 3

The League shall have a Council to be composed of
representatives of the states participant in the League.
Each state shall have a single vote, without regard to the
number of its representatives.

The Council's function shall be the realisation of the
objects of the League and to give effect to such agreements
as may be concluded between the participant states,
relating to the matters indicated in the previous Article
and elsewhere.

A further concern of the Council shall be to decide upon
methods of collaboration with the international organisa-
tions which may, in the future, be created for the preserva-
tion of peace and security and the regulation of economic
and social relations.

Article 4

For each subject specified in Article 2, a special com-
mittee shall be formed in which the states participant in
the League shall be represented. These committees shall
be responsible for formulating the bases, extent, and form
of collaboration, in the shape of draft-agreements to be
laid before the Council for consideration, preparatory to
their presentation to the afore-mentioned states.

Members representative of the other Arab countries are
permitted to participate in the aforementioned com-
mittees. The Council shall define the conditions under
which those representatives may participate, and the
regulations for representation.

Article 5

Recourse to force to resolve disputes between two or
more League states is inadmissible. If a difference should
arise between them, not pertaining to the independence,
sovereignty, or territorial integrity of (any of the) states
(concerned), and the contending parties have recourse to
the Council to settle it, then its decision Is executory and
obligatory.

In this eventuality, the contending states shall have no
part in the proceedings and resolutions of the Council.

The Council shall mediate in any dispute which causes
apprehension of a state of war between one of the League
states and another, or one not (belonging to the League),
in order to effect reconciliation between the two of them.

Decisions of arbitration and mediation shall be issued by
majority opinion.

Article 6

Should aggression by a state against a member-state of
(the) League take place or be apprehended, it is for the
state which has suffered, or is threatened with aggression,
to demand that the Council be summoned to meet
immediately.

The Council shall decide upon the appropriate measures
to check this aggression, and shall issue a decision by
unanimous assent. If the aggression emanates from one
of the League states, the view of the aggressor-state shall
not affect unanimity of assent,

If aggression should take place in such, fashion as to
render the injured state's government unable to communi-
cate with the Council, its representative at the Council
may demand that it be convened for the purpose set forth
ia the foregoing clause. If it is impossible lor the repre-
sentative to communicate with the League Council, any
of its member-states has the right to demand that it be
convened.

Article 7
Decisions of the Council by unanimous assent shall be
obligatory on all the states participant in the League.
Decisions of the League by majority (vote) shall be
obligatory on those who accept them.
In either case, the decisions of the Council shall be
executed in each state in accordance with its fundamental
constitution.
Article 8
Each state participant in the League shall respect the
existing regime obtaining in the other League states,
regarding it as a (fundamental) right of those states, and
pledges itself not to undertake any action tending to alter
that regime.
Article g
Those Arab states desirous of closer collaboration with
each other, and stronger ties than those specified by this
Covenant, have a right to conclude such agreements
between themselves towards the realisation of these
objects, as they desire.
Treaties and Agreements previously concluded, or
which may be concluded with any other state, by any
state belonging to the League, shall not be obligatory or
binding on the other members.
Article 10
Cairo shall be the permanent seat of the League of Arab
States. The League Council may assemble in whatsoever
place it appoints.
Article n
The Council shall normally be convened twice a year,
each March and October. Extraordinary sessions shall be
convened whenever occasion demands, on the request of
two of the League states.
Article 12
The League shall have a Permanent Secretariat-General,
consisting of a Secretary-General, Assistant Secretaries,
and an appropriate staff of officials.
The League Council shall appoint the Secretary-General
by a two-thirds majority of the League states. In consulta-
tion with the Council, the Secretary-General shall appoint
the Assistant Secretaries and the principal officials of the
League.
The League Council shall create internal administrative
machinery to deal with the functions of the Secretariat-
General and matters of personnel.
The Secretary-General shaU hold ambassadorial status,
and the Assistant Secretaries the status of Ministers-
Plenipotentiary.
The first Secretary-General to the League shall be
nominated in an appendix to this Covenant.
Article 13
The Secretary-General shall prepare the draft Budget of
the League, and submit it to the Council for approval
before the commencement of each financial year.
The Council shall allocate the proportion of the expenses
to be borne by each League state, and can review (the
relative proportions in each case) as required.
Article 14
Members of the League Council, members of its com-
mittees, and those of its officials specified in the internal
administration, shall enjoy diplomatic * privileges and
immunity during the performance of their duties.
The inviolability of buildings occupied by bureaux of
the League shall be observed*